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The^building   is   locatsd  on  Milk  Street  near  the  heart  of  the  Downtown 
Financial    District.      It  is  inclose  proximity  to  Washington  Street 
and   the  Old   South   Church^(T3ost  Office  Square,   and   tvi'g   TinjGr   ncv 
h^nki  >ir'l  jingo.,    ^nrl   ;■?   ■.vif>^;n   fTi  i     p,^:,M  .^.      ^   t  n  i     ^rr-n^,    pns/or-nmor.i- 


-Gontar;'Qnd   the  Washingtan   Strnor   ihnpping    araa.      The   immediate 
area  is  characterized   by  a  mix  of  4  and  5  story  post-fire  commercial 
buildings,    8  to  15  story  turn-of-the-century  elevator  office  buildings,! 
and  modern   high-rise  office  towers.  * 


The   International  Trust  Company   Building   is  a  nine-story  office 
building, Afive  bays  wide  and  deep,    measuring   approximately  100  feet 
'orr~e^ch"3ide  and  125  feet  from  sidewalk  to  cornice  line.      It  is 
^^li.'i  constructed  of  load-bearing  masonry  piers  and  walls  set  into  a   re- 
,a  \inforcad   concrete  foundation,    with  floors   supported  on   steel    I- 
^       beams.      This   proto-sketlon  frame  is  faced  with   buff-colored    Indiana 
^c,"-     limestone  and   has   plinths  of  polished  Quincy  granite  and  a  flat, 
N^'composition   roof. 

Designed   by  t.he  prominent  Boston   architect,   William  G.    Preston,   *h^ 
building  wac   built  in  two   ataggss.    't'he  original   portion,    completed 
n   1893,   was  8  stories  high   and  2  bays  wide  on  iVlilk  Street,    extending 
the  full  five  bays  back  along   Devonshire.      Built  by  the  noted 
Boston  firm  of  Gooch  &  Pray,   this   earlier  building  used   portions  of 
the  foundation   and   internal   structure  of  its   predecessor,    the  five- 
story  'Iron   Building'. 

Preston   enlarged  the  1893  building  substantially  in   1S06,    by  extending 
it  along  Milk  to  Arch  Street  (adding  a  central   bay  and  two  end   bays 
which  duplicated  the  two  originals)   and   adding  a   story  to  the  top. 
!n  the  process,    he  converted  the  originally  offset  arched   entrance 
on  the  IVlilk  Street  facade  to  a  window,    and   replaced  the  earlier 
heavy,    bracketed   stone  cornice  with  a   lighter  copper  one  (which   is 
now  missing).      This  addition  matched   the  original   scrupulously,    in 
terms  of  material,    style,    and  ornament,    so  that  there  are  now  no 
noticeable  seams   separating  old  from  new  construction.      The  addition 
did,    however,    alter  the  building's  overall   proportions,    making   it 
appear  blockier  and   less  columnar. 

Contemporary  references  to  the  building's   style  describe  it  as   "a 
combination  of  Renaissance  and    Romanesque",    or,    more  simply,    "Roman 
Renaissance",    although  to  the  modern   eye  the   'Renaissance'   or 
Beaux-Arts  elements  clearly  predominate.      The  five  arcaded   two- 
story  window  bays  on  the  bottom  floors  of  each  of  the  three  dressed 
facades  form  the  building's   base.      These  are  separated   by  modified 
Corinthian   pilasters  and   punctuated   at  the  top  with   baroque  cartouches, 
and  the  section   is  topoed  with   a   projecting,    molded   string  course. 
Due  to   a   sloping   grade  towards    Devonshire  Street,    the   basement 
floor  along  that  facade  is  at  street  level.      Low  entranceways 
decorated   with   ornate  cast-iron   grillwork   at  the   Milk/Devonshire 
corner  lead   directly  to  this   basement  floor,    where  the  safe  deposit 
vaults   were  originally   located. 
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The  building's  architect,    William   Gibbons   Preston   (1844-1910) 
studied  for  a  short  time  at  the   Ecole  des   Beaux-Arts   in   Paris. 
At  first  in   association   with   his  weil-known   father  Jonathan, 
and   later  on   his  own,    Preston   designed  major  Boston   buildings 
in  the  French   Academic,    Romanesque,   Queen   Anne  and   Renaissance 
Revival  manners,    including  the  Museum  of  Natural   History  (now 
Bonwit  Teller),    the  oldest  portion  of  the  Hotel   Vendome,    the 
First  Corps  of  Cadets  Armory,    and  the  Chadwici<   Lead  '.Vorks.      He 
also  designed   numerous   Back   Bay   rasidencss,    demonstrating   his 
facile  command  of  the  eclectic  architectural   vocabulary  of  the 
late  19th   Century. 


rhe   International    i  rust  Company   Building^    designed   in  the  latter 
part  of  his  career,    may  be  his  earliest  Beaux-Arts  design  and 


l<^' 


is  certainly  a  major  work  of  a  prominent  Boston   architect. 


As  an   early  example  of  Beaux-Arts  facade  treatment  on   a  commercial 
structure, 'the   International   T,-ust  Company   Building   anticipates 
the  popularity  of  that  style,    especially  for  large-scale  or 
public  buildings,    following  the  Worla's  Columbian    Exposition 
\    in  Chicago  in   1S93.      Though   it  retains   some  elements  of  the 
t    previously  popular   Romanesque  Style,    the  building   possess   a 
1   monumentality,    a  formality  of  facade  organization,    and  an 
ornateness  of  detail   which   derive  from  the  Beaux-Arts  tradition 
and  which   mark  it  as  an  example  of  the  'mercantile  classicism' 
which  was   soon   to  predominate  in  office  architecture. 


new  method  of  cuilding  construction   based  on   the  steel 
eton   frame,    developed   by  the  so-called   'Chicago  School'   of 


!  he 

skeletor.    .. ,    _--,-, 

architects   in   the  I880's  and   in  wide  use  there  by   189j,    had   an 
enormous   impact  on   the  scale  and  design  of  American  commercial 
architecture.      Nevertheless,    these  advances  were  slow  to  catch 
on   in  traditionally-minded   Boston.      Thus  the  construction  of 
the   International   Trust  Company   Building,    combining   the  use  of 
traditional   load-bearing  masonry   walls  with   'modern'    (and.^---> 

^till   somewhat  daring)   reinforced  concrete  and   steel   framing, 
-  stands  as  an   early   Boston   example  of  the  use  of  these  new 
methods  and  materials. 
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The   rectangular  central    entrance  an   Miik  Street  is   topped   by   a 
heavy   projecting   Baroque  pediment  supported  on   paired   consoles, 
flanked   by   large,    arcned   windows  with   voluted   keystones   and   reiief- 
carved  griffins   in   the   spandrels.      The  oxeye  windows   in   the  canter 
of  the  Arch   and   Devonshire  Street  facades   are   surrounded   by   foliate 
carving, and  framed   by   large  allegorical   figures   carved   by  the  noted 
New  York  sculptor  Max   Bachman   (whose  most  notable  work  was  the 
series  of  allegorical   figures  on   the   Pulitzer   Building   in   iMew 
York.) 

The  five-story  shaft  or  main   section  of  the  building  is  divided 
into  three  horizontal   segments.      A   bottom   story  of  arcaded,    round-, 
arched   windows  with   deep   reveals   and   molded   extrados   is  clearly 
derived   from   the  work  of  H .    H.    Richardson.      The  middle  three-story 
segment  is  composed   of  three  bays  of  miltipie  windows   separated   by 
foliate   relief-carved   spandrels,    and   framed   within   carved,    molded 
surrounds.      A   top   story  of  rectangular  windows   separated   by   paired 
colonettes   has   wider,    panelled   divisions   which   continue  the   lines 
of  the  bay   separations   below.      The   antire   section   is  capped   with   a 
rincaau-carved   frieze,    and    is   framed   in   on   the  Arch   and   Davonsnire 
facades   by   small,    rectangular  windows   set   into   wide  stone  piers   at 
the  ends  of  each   floor. 

The   bottom   story  of  the  two-story   section    repeats   the  arcaded   floor 
of  round-arched   windows   below,    excapt   that  the   intermediate   pilasters 
are  fluted   ana,    again,    wider   separations   continue  the  window   bay 
divisions   below.      The   added   top   story   is   composed  of  small,    rec- 
tangular windows   divided   by   paired   consoles   which   mirror  those   in 
the  entrance   peciment.      The  window   bav   divisions   are  marked   on   this 
floor   by   high    relief  cartouches   which,    like  much   of  the  carvea 
decoration,    derive  from   the   Beaux-Arts   iraciticn.      The   light  color, 
smooth   finish,    and   tight  mortar  joints  of  the   stone  facing   ara  also 
evocative  of   Beaux-Arts   monumentaiity   and   classicism. 
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The  building's   historical    significance  derives  from   its  origin   as 
the  home  office  of  a  major   New   England   trust  company.      As   such, 
reflects   the  growth   of  banking   and   finance   in   late   19th   Century 
Boston,    and   the  growth   of  the  downtown   business   aistrict,    with 
consequent  changes   in   land   use. 


The   International    Trust  Company   was   founded   in   137S,    in   the  wake  of 
Boston's   rapid   recovery   from   the   Panic  of  1873.      Originally   housed 
in   a  five-story   building   built  shortly   aftar  the  1372 


re,    the 


firm's   Steady   growth    in   the  boom   years  of   the   ISSO's   and   aarly  90'3 
caused   it  to   undertake  the  construction   of  a   new   home  offica  on   the 
same   site,    in    1893.      By   this  time,    the  firm   was   among   the  four  or 
five   largest  in    New   England,    boasting   combined   assets  of  about  7 
million   dollars. 
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BOSTON  LAiTDMARKS  COMMISSION       Building  Inforaatioa  Form     Form  No. Area      C6P 


Arch  St. 
ADDRESS    39-47  Milk   St.     COR .       DevonRhirP   St. 


NAME 


IntematiOTial    Trnst    nnrnpany   PlnilrtiTig 
present  original 


MAP  No.    25N-13K 
DATE 


SUB  AREA 


1892-93.    enlarged  1906  (Building 

source  Permit) 

ARCHITECT     William  Gibbons  Preston " 

source 

BUILDER Gooch  &  Prav   (anlargPd    by  Wnnrl>MiT>y 

source  &  Leighton) 

International  (Frank  Sawyer) 

OWNERjr^s-t  CompRny 65  Bpfiforri  St.   Inc . 

original        present 

PHOTOGRAPHS 


TYPE     (residential)    single       double       row       2-fam.        3-deck       ten       apt. 
(toon- res identiaj)      commercial-   bank  home  office 


NO.   OF  STORIES   (Ist  to  cornice)        9 
ROOF         flat cupo  la 


plus 


donners 


MATERIALS    (Frame)    clapboards     shingles     stucco     asphalt     asbestos     alum/vinyl 
(Other)   brick  ^>^ton'gSc,I-ndi  ana        concrete     iron/ steel/ aluc. 

(limestone  with  granite  trim 
BRILe  DESCRIPTION Squarft  5  X  ji  hny  Rpany  Arts  commercial  building  divided 

into  horizontal  unitn — of ynrvinp  fjIzpr  and  rlaaaieal  dP>nnrativo  ±Tnn±. 

ments,    central  entrance  on  Milk  St.    marked  by  heavy  Baroque  pediment 

EXTERIOR  ALTERATION    fminor^^  moderate       drastic 

CONDITION  good/1air\  poor LOT  AREA_ 


7,200 


sq.    feet 


NOTEWORTHY  SITE  CHARACTERISTICS     Prominent  site  with  three  street  facades 
and  no  setback 


r\      Pgvonsh7r» 


181   183 


SIGNIFICANCE      (cont'd  on   reverse)     Moni^ental 
building  architecturally  significant  as  a 
major  work  by  a  prominent  Boston  architect 


.  o    •^  as  well  as  an  early  example  of  Beaux  Arts 

26  bo  3€<  >"    Oh      ^ ^ 


.i^_^,  office  construction  and  an  early  example 


VH^v^rT.'SAtyW'yffWIt'JWSPhTO" 


Moved;   date  if  lmowii_ 


Themes    (check  as  many  as  applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The  Arts 
ConMerce 
Conmuni  cation 
Community/ 
development 


Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 


Recreation 

Religion 

Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance   (include  exolanation  of  themes  checked  above) 


of  the  pro  to- skeleton  frame  construction.     HistoricaJ-ly  significant 
as  the  home  office  of  a  major  New  England  trust  company,   reflecting  % 
both  the  growth  of  banking  and  finance  in  late  19th  century  Boston     / 
and  the  growth  of  the  downtown  business^ district. 

Architect  Wm.  Gibbons  Preston   (18^^-1910)    studied  for  a  short  time, 
at  the  Ecole  des  Beaux-Arts  and  is  known  for  several  major  Boston 
builsings  in  the  French  academic,   Romanesque,   Queen  Anne  and- 
Renaissance  Revival  manner  including  the  Museiom  of  Natural  History 
(now  Bonwit  Teller),   the  oldest  section  of  the  Hotel  Vendome,   the 
First  Corps  of  Cadets  Armory, and  numerous  Back  Bay  residences, all  of 
which    demonstrate  his  facile  coiranand  of  the     eclectic  architectural 
vocabulary  of  the  late  19th  century. 


Preservation  Consideration  (accessibility,    re-use  possibilities,   capacity 

for  public  use  and  enjoyment,   protection,   utilities,    context)  I 

Vacant  since  1973»    "the  building  has  suffered  weather  damage  and  has 

been  stripped  of  much  interior  plumbing  and  hardware.     The  building 

is  still  considered  structurally  sound  and,   because  of  its  prime  loc-  ] 

ation,    is  regarded  as  a  favorable  candidate  for  re-use.     Present  ' 

owner' s  application  to  demolish  the  building  and  use  the  land  for 

a  57-space  parking  lot  was  denied  in  early  1977*  1 

Designated  a  Boston  Landmark  on  4/25/78.  <i.— •v^  ^.^^ -.^^  ( 

Bibliography  and/or  references    (such  as   local  histories,   deed§,   assessor's 

records,    early  maps,   etc.)  I 

1,   Report  of  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  on  the  potential  designation' 
of  the  International  Trust  Company  Building  as  a  Landmark  \jnder 
Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975     (1977)    —includes  extensive 

bibliography.  ,^^ 


